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Questions Kids Ask Tabbatha Gabriel 

 

What is your favorite color? 

My favorite color is red. 

 

Do you have any brothers or sisters? 

Sadly, I do not have any siblings. However, I was blessed to have cousin that I was super close to, and we were 

like a brother and sister growing up.   

 

What are your favorite cartoons and cartoon characters? 

My favorite cartoons are Pinky and the Brain Goofy, and Looney Tunes. My favorite cartoon characters are 

Goofy, Stitch, Brain, and Marvin the Martian. 

 

What were your favorite books when you were a kid? 

Judy Blume's Tales of the Fourth Grade Nothing series  

J. M. Barrie's Peter Pan 

Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch Stole Christmas 

Wende & Harry Devlin's How Fletcher Was Hatched 

Janette Sebring Lowrey's The Poky Little Puppy 

http://www.tabbathagabriel.com/
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Patricia Summerlin Martin's Beautiful Bible Stories 

Also, I was a big fan of nursery rhymes. I still have all of these books too! 

 

What did you like to do as a kid? 

I enjoyed playing sports. I played ASA Softball from late-February through August (due to All-Stars) until I was 

sixteen. I played first base, and it was my favorite sport. I always took one week off from softball to attend 

summer camp at Woodland Camp because I enjoyed it so much. I was on a youth bowling league and 

cheerleading squad too. Also, I was in the Girl Scouts for seven years. My mom was the leader for two of those 

seven years. I enjoyed art, roller-skating, camping, and swimming in the local creek. I liked playing in the goopy, 

red Georgia mud, and riding my bike through it after it rained. After biking in the mud, my mom used to spray 

me down in the backyard with the garden hose before I was allowed inside the house―so I could walk directly 

to the bathtub without stopping and tracking in mud. I really liked climbing trees, swinging from trees, talking 

to my friends while we sat high up in the trees, playing with cicada skins I found on trees, and perfecting my 

dismount from trees. I liked my Barbie dolls, and I carried my faux Cabbage Patch doll—my mom made it 

(Phylicia-Ann) because we couldn’t afford a real one— around with me most of the time…yes…even up into the 

trees. While I had a definite girly side, I was quite the Tom-Boy...best of both worlds! 

 

What was your favorite subject in school? 

My favorite subject in school were the natural sciences and computer programming. The earth sciences are still 

my favorite. I continue to read books and watch documentaries about the natural sciences. I believe you should 

never stop learning. As for computers, I was pulled out of class twice a week in 7th grade to take part in a special 

program in Georgia to learn computer programming on the Apple II. My teacher hated computers and thought 

learning programming was a waste of time, and they would never amount to much. Well, she was wrong. 

 

What was your least favorite subject in school? 

It was definitely reading and math. I have dyslexia and dyscalculia. The dyslexia often caused me a lot of 

embarrassment when I read aloud in class. I read slower than other kids, skipped lines when I read aloud without 

a bookmark, and sometimes I'd get a bit tongue-tied. I could read fast silently, although, it gave me a headache. 

I remember getting my right and left mixed up a lot, and I preferred to write backwards. I also have 

dyscalculia―much stronger than the dyslexia―which causes me to flip numbers. However, I was a straight-A 

student until fractions were introduced. I reversed fractions a lot, which resulted in the wrong answer. Algebra 

was a nightmare. Although, I thought Geometry was easy.  

When I started college, I had a perfect 4.0 until the semester I took a math class; that I failed. I went to my 

college consular for help, looked for private tutors, but nobody had any help to offer for dyscalculia―most had 

never heard of it. Despite the absence of help, I had no choice but to move forward as best I could, but God 

gave me great strengths in others areas of academia. Throughout the years, I have worked to correct these 

issues, but I still struggle with dyscalculia. If you tell you live at 4587 Elm Street, I may write down 8745 or 4578 

if I’m not paying attention. 

  



What is Dyslexia and Dyscalculia? 

My 12th grade English teacher, Ms. Tullis, is the one who figured out that I had these two conditions. I really like 

the way she explained it to me. She told me that it is not a learning disability. She said that this type of brain is 

wired to be a spatial and linguistic learner, and most schools are trained to teach with a different method.  She 

also said, "People with dyslexia are usually of high intelligence. If I could explain it in the most simple of terms, 

I would say, basically, your brain moves faster than your motor skills. Therefore, you need to train your brain to 

slow down." She explained some exercises used to correct the dyslexia and she showed me how to practice 

those skills. It helped a lot! You can do it too!  

If you have one of these conditions don’t let it hold you back. You can use me as an example. I was usually in 

advanced classes—except math when fractions came on the scene. The State of Georgia even decided I should 

skip 6th grade, but my mom wouldn’t allow it and put me in a private school. Therefore, if your brain is wired 

like this, you can excel. Don’t let anybody tell you that you can’t. You can retrain your brain and have the best 

of both worlds because there are some benefits to being a spatial or linguistic learner. Do not believe others 

who tell you you're stupid. You have a special brain that can do amazing things. God never creates trash. Spatial 

and linguistic learners tend to excel in arts, music, literary works, journalism, maps, visualizing projects, and 

public speaking. Also, many of us can read and write upside down and backwards. This is a neat trick and often 

comes in handy. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright ©2018 Big Reflection Books, LLC. All Rights Reserved. www.bigreflectionbooks.com  
The contents of this interview may be reproduced without prior written consent by members of the media.   

http://www.bigreflectionbooks.com/

